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Hell

Sometimes referred to as Hades, the abyss, or the lake of fire.

What is Hell?

Hell, in general terms, means the eternal place of incarceration for those that are not true Christians [refer to “Salvation”].  When reading God’s Word, the reader must be careful in identifying the use of this word.  In some cases it means grave, while in other cases it may mean the place of disembodied spirits without any necessary implication as to their happiness or unhappiness.  The different aspects of the word, however, does not affect the correctness of the belief indicated by the common use of the term, a belief supported by many passages in God’s Word.

New Exhaustive Strong’s Numbers and Concordance

 “grave” – Hebrew word = she'owl (sheh-ole'); or sheol (sheh-ole'); from OT:7592; Hades or the world of the dead (as if a subterranean retreat), including its accessories and inmates:

Sometimes referred to as: hell or pit.

“hell” – Greek word = geena (gheh'-en-nah); of Hebrew origin; valley of (the son of) Hinnom; ge-henna (or Ge-Hinnom), a valley of Jerusalem, used (figuratively) as a name for the place (or state) of everlasting punishment:

“Hades” – Greek word = haides (hah'-dace); from NT:1 (as negative particle) and NT:1492; properly, unseen, i.e. "Hades" or the place (state) of departed souls:

Sometimes referred to as: grave or hell.

“cast down to hell” – Greek word = tartaroo (tar-tar-o'-o); from Tartaros (the deepest abyss of Hades); to incarcerate in eternal torment:

“abyss” – Greek word = abussos (ab'-us-sos); from NT:1 (as a negative particle) and a variation of NT:1037; depthless, i.e. (specially) (infernal) "abyss":

Sometimes referred to as: deep or (bottomless) pit.

(Biblesoft's New Exhaustive Strong's Numbers and Concordance with Expanded Greek-Hebrew Dictionary. Copyright (c) 1994, Biblesoft and International Bible Translators, Inc.)

John MacArthur’s commentary on 2 Peter 2:4

“cast them down to hell.”  Peter borrows a word from Greek mythology for hell, “tartarus.”  The Greeks taught that tartarus was a place lower than Hades reserved for the most wicked of human beings, gods, and demons.  The Jews eventually came to use this term to describe the place where fallen angels were sent.  It defined for them the lowest hell, the deepest pit, the most terrible place of torture and eternal suffering.

(from The MacArthur Study Bible, copyright © 1997 by Word Publishing)

The Location of Hell:

The actual location of hell is actually where ever God is not.  For hell is the absence of God.  Or, more correctly, where ever God has decided to put it.  Some believe that hell is located in the middle of our planet earth.  They back up this belief with the doctrine of "Christ's descent into hell" (Hades) which was to have happened between His death and resurrection.

What will eternity be like in Hell?

God’s Word gives us a lot of clues to the kind of existence that will be endured in the “lake of fire”:

1. In Revelation 20:10 John says that it will be “burning sulfur” which means that it will be an extreme heat and really smells bad.  In the same verse claims that the “torment” will be continuous and forever.

2. In Matthew 8:12 & 13:42 we learn that there will be “weeping and gnashing of teeth”.

3. In Matthew 25:46 it is referred to as “eternal punishment”.
4. Luke 16:22-24 gives us more of a picture “I am in agony in this fire”.

5. John 3:16 uses the word “perish” to describe hell.

6. Revelation 20:10 “tormented day and night for ever and ever”

7. In Revelation 20:1-2 John describes it as a “fiery lake of burning sulfur” where the sulfur is used to increase the heat intensity.

The story of the beggar and the rich man (Luke 16:22-24):

In this short story Luke tells of a beggar and a rich man that die before Jesus’ resurrection.  The “beggar”, which represents those that were following God’s laws and awaiting their Messiah, went to “Abraham’s side” which would be Paradise.  While the “rich man” represents those that rebel against God and went to “hell”.  Then Luke gives us a very vivid picture of the torment, pain and suffering that the rich man is having to deal with.  The emphasis here is not just who will go to hell but the pain and suffering that will be endured for eternity.

What is Abraham’s Side or Bosom?

In Luke 16:22-24 the beggar dies prior to Jesus’ resurrection "… the angels carried him to Abraham's side. …”  which is where most scholars believe was a holding place for those Old Testament believers. These true Old Testament believers in God were waiting for their Messiah (Jesus).  Then in Ephesians 4:8-10 the Apostle Paul states “This is why it says: "When he ascended on high, he led captives in his train and gave gifts to men."   9 (What does "he ascended" mean except that he also descended to the lower, earthly regions? 10 He who descended is the very one who ascended higher than all the heavens, in order to fill the whole universe.)” possibly to proclaim Himself to all of those waiting at Abraham’s Side and also to take them to heaven.

The 3 Compartments of Hell:

Some scholars believe that hell is comprised of 3 separate compartments:

1. Abraham’s Side – This first compartment is called Abraham’s “side” or “bosom.”  This is where the Old Testament saints, as explained above, were placed till Jesus’ resurrection.  In essence, this was a wonderful place with no pain or suffering, but a good place waiting for Jesus to accomplish God’s will in being our sacrifice for sins.  This compartment is empty now with no indication, in God’s Word, that anyone will ever occupy this compartment.

2. Hell – In this compartment of Hades is the place of general torment.  In Luke 16:19-31 we see that the rich man was not yet in the “lake of fire”, but was in much torment.  All those that are not true Christians end up in this compartment until the judgment day when Jesus is seated on His throne.

3. The Pit, Abyss or “lake of fire” – This is where God sent the fallen angels described in Genesis 6:1-6 “… The Nephilim were on the earth …” [refer to “Giants”] to hell described both in 2 Peter 2:4 “… but sent them to hell, putting them into gloomy dungeons to be held for judgment;” and also in Jude 6 “… he has kept in darkness, bound with everlasting chains …”   Then in John’s book of Revelation we see the lake of fire again:

a. Revelation 9:1-16 the 7 years of tribulation [refer to “Tribulation”], where the “star” or Angel releases them to “torment people for 5 months”.

b. Revelation 20:1-3 Satan is thrown into the Abyss for a thousand years [refer to the “Millennium”] followed by a short release and battle with God’s Angels.

c. Satan loses, and in Revelation 20:11-14 we learn that all whose name is not written in the “Book of Life” (not Born again Christians) will be cast into the “lake of fire” with Satan and all of his demons.

Jesus descends to hell:

God’s Word tells us that after Jesus died on the cross and prior to His ascension from the grave, He went down to hell (or more correctly Hades).  Exactly what He did down there is a bit sketchy, but for the most part scholars believe that He did 1 or all of the following 3 tasks:

1. He went down there to Abraham’s Side to take all Old Testament believers to heaven.

2. He went down to Hell to proclaim His presence to all non-believers in the one true God 1 Peter 3:18-20 “… He was put to death in the body but made alive by the Spirit, 19 through whom also he went and preached to the spirits in prison 20 who disobeyed long ago when God waited patiently in the days of Noah while the ark was being built.  …”
3. And/or He went down to the lake of fire to proclaim His presence to the fallen angels called Nephilim that were cast there because of their evil acts (fallen angels marrying women in Genesis 6:1-6 “… The Nephilim were on the earth in those days …”) [refer to “Giants”]
Commentary by John MacArthur  on 1 Peter 3:19

Between Christ’s death and resurrection, His living spirit went to the demon spirits bound in the abyss and proclaimed that, in spite of His death, He had triumphed over them.  This refers to the fallen angels (demons), who were permanently bound because of heinous wickedness.
(from The MacArthur Study Bible, copyright © 1997 by Word Publishing pg #1945)

Why is it called the “second death”?

The first death is the human bodily death on earth while the reference in Revelation 21:8 “…fiery lake of burning sulfur. This is the second death." is the death of the spiritual being in relation to God.  God’s existence or presence in the lake of fire is not possible.  So anything in the lake is non-existent to God or more correctly, dead to God.

HELL

The Bible doctrine of hell is by no means confined to the terms above mentioned and to the passages in which they appear. There are many phrases in which the overshadowing idea is presented with great distinctness, such as "unquenchable fire," "black darkness," "furnace of fire," "fire and brimstone," "the smoke of their torment," "the lake of fire which burns with brimstone," "where their worm does not die," "the eternal fire which has been prepared for the devil and his angels." 

(from The New Unger's Bible Dictionary. Originally published by Moody Press of Chicago, Illinois. Copyright (c) 1988.)

Bible References:

Genesis 6:1-6 “When men began to increase in number on the earth and daughters were born to them, 2 the sons of God saw that the daughters of men were beautiful, and they married any of them they chose. 3 Then the LORD said, "My Spirit will not contend with man forever, for he is mortal; his days will be a hundred and twenty years."  4 The Nephilim were on the earth in those days--and also afterward--when the sons of God went to the daughters of men and had children by them. They were the heroes of old, men of renown. 5 The LORD saw how great man's wickedness on the earth had become, and that every inclination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil all the time. 6 The LORD was grieved that he had made man on the earth, and his heart was filled with pain.” (from New International Version)

Genesis 6:2 “the sons of god saw that the daughters of men were beautiful, and they married any of them they chose.”  (from New International Version)

Gen 6:4 “The Nephilim were on the earth in those days--and also afterward--when the sons of God went to the daughters of men and had children by them. They were the heroes of old, men of renown.”  (from New International Version)

Psalms 88:6-7 “You have put me in the lowest pit, in the darkest depths. 7 Your wrath lies heavily upon me; you have overwhelmed me with all your waves.”  (from New International Version)

Matthew 5:29 “If your right eye causes you to sin, gouge it out and throw it away. It is better for you to lose one part of your body than for your whole body to be thrown into hell.”  (from New International Version)

Matthew 8:12 “But the subjects of the kingdom will be thrown outside, into the darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth."  (from New International Version)

Matthew 10:28 “Do not be afraid of those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. Rather, be afraid of the One who can destroy both soul and body in hell.”  (from New International Version)

Matthew 13:40-42 "As the weeds are pulled up and burned in the fire, so it will be at the end of the age. 41 The Son of Man will send out his angels, and they will weed out of his kingdom everything that causes sin and all who do evil. 42 They will throw them into the fiery furnace, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.”  (from New International Version)

Matthew 25:41 "Then he will say to those on his left, 'Depart from me, you who are cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels.”  (from New International Version)

Matthew 25:46 "Then they will go away to eternal punishment, but the righteous to eternal life."  (from New International Version)

Mark 9:47-49 “And if your eye causes you to sin, pluck it out. It is better for you to enter the kingdom of God with one eye than to have two eyes and be thrown into hell, 48 where "'their worm does not die, and the fire is not quenched.'   49 Everyone will be salted with fire.”  (from New International Version)

Luke 12:5 “But I will show you whom you should fear: Fear him who, after the killing of the body, has power to throw you into hell. Yes, I tell you, fear him.”  (from New International Version)

Luke 16:22-24 "The time came when the beggar died and the angels carried him to Abraham's side. The rich man also died and was buried. 23 In hell, where he was in torment, he looked up and saw Abraham far away, with Lazarus by his side. 24 So he called to him, 'Father Abraham, have pity on me and send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue, because I am in agony in this fire.'”  (from New International Version)

Luke 23:42-43 “Then he said, "Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom." 43 Jesus answered him, "I tell you the truth, today you will be with me in paradise."  (from New International Version)

John 3:16 "For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.”  (from New International Version)

Ephesians 4:8-10 “This is why it says: "When he ascended on high, he led captives in his train and gave gifts to men."   9 (What does "he ascended" mean except that he also descended to the lower, earthly regions? 10 He who descended is the very one who ascended higher than all the heavens, in order to fill the whole universe.)”  (from New International Version)

1 Peter 3:18-20 “For Christ died for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, to bring you to God. He was put to death in the body but made alive by the Spirit, 19 through whom also he went and preached to the spirits in prison 20 who disobeyed long ago when God waited patiently in the days of Noah while the ark was being built.  …” (from New International Version)

2 Peter 2:4 “For if God did not spare angels when they sinned, but sent them to hell, putting them into gloomy dungeons to be held for judgment;”  (from New International Version)

Hebrews 9:27 “Just as man is destined to die once, and after that to face judgment,”  (from New International Version)

Jude 6-7 “And the angels who did not keep their positions of authority but abandoned their own home-these he has kept in darkness, bound with everlasting chains for judgment on the great Day. 7 In a similar way, Sodom and Gomorrah and the surrounding towns gave themselves up to sexual immorality and perversion. They serve as an example of those who suffer the punishment of eternal fire.”  (from New International Version)

Revelation 1:17-18 “When I saw him, I fell at his feet as though dead. Then he placed his right hand on me and said: "Do not be afraid. I am the First and the Last. 18 I am the Living One; I was dead, and behold I am alive for ever and ever! And I hold the keys of death and Hades.”  (from New International Version)

Revelation 6:8 “I looked, and there before me was a pale horse! Its rider was named Death, and Hades was following close behind him. They were given power over a fourth of the earth to kill by sword, famine and plague, and by the wild beasts of the earth.”  (from New International Version)

Revelation 9:1-2 “The fifth angel sounded his trumpet, and I saw a star that had fallen from the sky to the earth. The star was given the key to the shaft of the Abyss. 2 When he opened the Abyss, smoke rose from it like the smoke from a gigantic furnace. The sun and sky were darkened by the smoke from the Abyss.”  (from New International Version)

Revelation 17:8 “The beast, which you saw, once was, now is not, and will come up out of the Abyss and go to his destruction. The inhabitants of the earth whose names have not been written in the book of life from the creation of the world will be astonished when they see the beast, because he once was, now is not, and yet will come.”  (from New International Version)

Revelation 20:1-2 “And I saw an angel coming down out of heaven, having the key to the Abyss and holding in his hand a great chain. 2 He seized the dragon, that ancient serpent, who is the devil, or Satan, and bound him for a thousand years.”  (from New International Version)

Revelation 20:10 “And the devil, who deceived them, was thrown into the lake of burning sulfur, where the beast and the false prophet had been thrown. They will be tormented day and night for ever and ever.”  (from New International Version)

Revelation 20:11-15  “Then I saw a great white throne and him who was seated on it. Earth and sky fled from his presence, and there was no place for them. 12 And I saw the dead, great and small, standing before the throne, and books were opened. Another book was opened, which is the book of life. The dead were judged according to what they had done as recorded in the books. 13 The sea gave up the dead that were in it, and death and Hades gave up the dead that were in them, and each person was judged according to what he had done. 14 Then death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. The lake of fire is the second death. 15 If anyone's name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire.”  (from New International Version)

Revelation 21:8 “But the cowardly, the unbelieving, the vile, the murderers, the sexually immoral, those who practice magic arts, the idolaters and all liars-their place will be in the fiery lake of burning sulfur. This is the second death."  (from New International Version)

Non-Biblical References:

For most people the concept of hell is either ignored or not fully grasped.   This is mostly due to their concept of God not being evil.  Which is true, but what they fail to realize is that God is an absolutely just God and must punish those that rebel against Him. Plus, God cannot be in communion with any creature that has rebelled against Him.  For some they realize that hell is their eternal destination without realizing the intensity of their suffering.  They will spend eternity realizing their error in total loneliness and darkness.

Overview:

The “lake of fire” is the ultimate incarceration for all people that are not written in the “book of life” [refer to Salvation].  More than that, it is a place where God does not exist, darkness and loneliness will be forever without end.  Matthew calls it (Matthew 25:46) “eternal punishment”, (Matthew 13:40-42) “fiery furnace … there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth”.  Luke (Luke 16:22-24) takes it a step further and paints a picture for us “have pity on me and send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue, because I am in agony in this fire.”  The book of Revelation also describes it as being under lock and key (Revelation 20:1-2) “angel coming down out of heaven, having the key to the Abyss” and that the fire is as (Revelation 21:8) “burning sulfur”.  Finally, this process of throwing people into this fiery lake (Revelation 21:8) “This is the second death” where the first death was earthly, while this death is spiritual (spiritual separation from God).  An eternity knowing why and how they rebelled against God.

Additional Links:
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