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Tribulation

What is the Tribulation?

This is a 7 year period during the end-times [refer to “End Times”] where the Anti-Christ comes to power and reigns and Satan and his followers will be at war against God.  The first 3 ½ years are filled with prosperity and happiness, followed by the second 3 ½ years of war, terror, death and suffering sometimes referred to as ‘Armageddon’.  At the end of this 7 years Satan and his followers [refer to “Fallen Angels”] are defeated and thrown into the Lake of Fire [refer to “Hell”].  Then the wedding feast of Jesus and His bride (all believers in Jesus) begins.  The wedding feast includes the thousand years called the millennium [refer to “Millennium”].  For millions of people, during the Great Tribulation, it will mean death and suffering.
Essentially, the rapture of all true believers in Jesus will mark the beginning of the tribulation, then there will be 3 1/2 years of good times followed by 3 1/2 years of battle.  At the end of this tribulation, Satan and all of his followers will be cast into the Lake of Fire for 1,000 years [refer to “Millennium”].

Anti-Christ:

text

Bible References:

Matthew 24:12-14 “Because of the increase of wickedness, the love of most will grow cold, 13 but he who stands firm to the end will be saved.  (14)And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in the whole world as a testimony to all nations, and then the end will come.”  (NIV)

Matthew 24:21-24 “For then there will be great distress, unequaled from the beginning of the world until now - and never to be equaled again.  (22)If those days had not been cut short, no one would survive, but for the sake of the elect those days will be shortened.  (23)At that time if anyone says to you, 'Look, here is the Christ!' or, 'There he is!' do not believe it.  (24)For false Christ’s and false prophets will appear and perform great signs and miracles to deceive even the elect - if that were possible.”  (NIV)

Matthew 24:29 "Immediately after the distress of those days 'the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light; the stars will fall from the sky, and the heavenly bodies will be shaken.'”  (NIV)

Matthew 24:30-31 "At that time the sign of the Son of Man will appear in the sky, and all the nations of the earth will mourn.  They will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of the sky, with power and great glory.  (31)And he will send his angels with a loud trumpet call, and they will gather his elect from the four winds, from one end of the heavens to the other.”  (NIV)

1 Corinthians 15:50-55 “I declare to you, brothers, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God, nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable.  (51)Listen, I tell you a mystery: We will not all sleep, but we will all be changed- (52)in a flash, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed.  (53)For the perishable must clothe itself with the imperishable, and the mortal with immortality.  (54)When the perishable has been clothed with the imperishable, and the mortal with immortality, then the saying that is written will come true: ‘Death has been swallowed up in victory.’  (55)Where, O death, is your victory?  Where, O death, is your sting?’"  (NIV)

1 Thessalonians 4:15-17 “According to the Lord's own word, we tell you that we who are still alive, who are left till the coming of the Lord, will certainly not precede those who have fallen asleep.  (16)For the Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a loud command, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first.  (17)After that, we who are still alive and are left will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so we will be with the Lord forever.”  (NIV)

Revelation 7:13-14 “Then one of the elders asked me, ‘These in white robes - who are they, and where did they come from?’  (14)I answered, ‘Sir, you know.’  And he said, ‘These are they who have come out of the great tribulation; they have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.”  (NIV)

Revelation 11:1-2 “I was given a reed like a measuring rod and was told, "Go and measure the temple of God and the altar, and count the worshipers there. (2)But exclude the outer court; do not measure it, because it has been given to the Gentiles. They will trample on the holy city for 42 months.”  (NIV)

Revelation 12:6-8 “The woman fled into the desert to a place prepared for her by God, where she might be taken care of for 1,260 days [3 ½ years].  (7)And there was war in heaven. Michael and his angels fought against the dragon, and the dragon and his angels fought back. (8)But he was not strong enough, and they lost their place in heaven.”  (NIV)

Revelation 13:5 “The beast [Anti-Christ] was given a mouth to utter proud words and blasphemies and to exercise his authority for forty-two months [3 ½ years].”  (NIV)

Revelation 16:16-17 “Then they gathered the kings together to the place that in Hebrew is called Armageddon.”  (NIV)

Revelation 20:3 “He threw him into the Abyss, and locked and sealed it over him, to keep him from deceiving the nations anymore until the thousand years were ended. After that, he must be set free for a short time.”  (NIV)
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