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End Times

What is the ‘End Times’?

The ‘end times’ are those times described in God’s Word that prophesy the end of the world as we know it.  Primarily, the end times includes the rapture of all believers in Jesus, second coming of Jesus, the tribulation [refer to “Tribulation”], the wedding feast of Jesus and His bride, the millennium [refer to “Millennium”], the final judgment, and finally the new earth and new heaven [refer to “Heaven”].
When the ‘End Times’ will take place:

God’s Word is very clear that only God the Father knows when the ‘end times’ will occur.  This is found in:

1. Matthew 24:36 “No one knows about that day or hour, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father.”

2. Matthew 24:42 “Therefore keep watch, because you do not know on what day your Lord will come.”

3. Matthew 25:13 "Therefore keep watch, because you do not know the day or the hour.”

4. Acts 1:7 “He said to them: ‘It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set by his own authority.’”
The Rapture and/or ‘Second Coming’:

The word rapture comes from the Latin ‘raeptius’ which means to ‘seize, snatch or seize away’.  It is taken from 1 Thessalonians 4:17 “… After that, we who are still alive and are left will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so we will be with the Lord forever.”  Some scholars also put this together with the ‘second coming of Jesus’.  Other scholars believe that this is a two part procedure.  The first part is the rapture where all believers in Jesus are taken up to be with Him found in 1 Thessalonians 4:15-17 and 1 Corinthians 15:51-57.  While the second part is where Jesus comes down to earth in all of His glory (i.e. ‘second coming’) and judges the unbelievers found in Matthew 24:21-31 and Matthew 25:31-33.  However it may happen, it will be a glorious time for all believers in Jesus.
There are 3 differing views regarding when this rapture will take place:

1. ‘Pre-tribulation’ – This refers to just before the tribulation.  Most scholars believe in this being the most probable view point.

2. ‘Mid-tribulation’ – This will happen at the end of the 3 ½ years when the battle between God and Satan begins.

3. ‘Post-tribulation’ – This will happen at the end of the tribulation right before the wedding feast of Jesus and His bride (all believers in Jesus).

The Tribulation:

This is a 7 year period of time where the Anti-Christ comes to power and reigns.  The first 3 ½ years are filled with prosperity and happiness, followed by the second 3 ½ years of war, terror, death and suffering sometimes referred to as ‘Armageddon’.  At the end of this 7 years Satan and his followers [refer to “Satan”] are defeated and thrown into the Lake of Fire [refer to “Hell”].  Then the wedding feast of Jesus and His bride (all believers) begins.  The wedding feast includes the thousand years called the millennium [refer to “Millennium”].
The Wedding Feast:

At the end of the tribulation, Satan and his followers are defeated and thrown into the Lake of Fire for a thousand years.  This thousand years is the wedding feast of Jesus and His bride (believers in Jesus).  This is also referred to as the millennium where Jesus, with the help of His bride, will rule over the earth [refer to “Millennium”].
The Final Judgment:
At the end of the millennium, Satan and his followers are released from the Lake of Fire for a short time.  This ‘short time’ will be where many on earth, even though it is Jesus ruling over them, will follow after Satan.  At the end of this ‘short time’, Satan and all of his followers (includes the new followers) will be cast into the Lake of Fire.  In fact, anyone whose name is not found in the Book of Life will be thrown into the Lake of Fire (some verses refer to it as the Lake of Sulfur)
New Heaven and New Earth:

After all of the above is completed, the earth will be destroyed and replaced with a new one and Jesus will present to His bride (all believers in Jesus) the new heaven that He has created for all of us believers [refer to “Heaven”].  Revelation 21:1-2 describes this in detail “Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and there was no longer any sea.  (2)I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband.”.

The First and Second Resurrection:
In Revelation 20:5-6 “(The rest of the dead did not come to life until the thousand years were ended.) This is the first resurrection.  (6)Blessed and holy are those who have part in the first resurrection. The second death has no power over them, but they will be priests of God and of Christ and will reign with him for a thousand years.” John tells us that the first resurrection are those that believed in Jesus.  Which means that the second resurrection are all of the others.

Bible References:

Matthew 24:12-14 “Because of the increase of wickedness, the love of most will grow cold, 13 but he who stands firm to the end will be saved.  (14)And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in the whole world as a testimony to all nations, and then the end will come.”  (NIV)

Matthew 24:21-24 “For then there will be great distress, unequaled from the beginning of the world until now - and never to be equaled again.  (22)If those days had not been cut short, no one would survive, but for the sake of the elect those days will be shortened.  (23)At that time if anyone says to you, 'Look, here is the Christ!' or, 'There he is!' do not believe it.  (24)For false Christ’s and false prophets will appear and perform great signs and miracles to deceive even the elect - if that were possible.”  (NIV)

Matthew 24:29 "Immediately after the distress of those days 'the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light; the stars will fall from the sky, and the heavenly bodies will be shaken.'”  (NIV)
Matthew 24:30-31 "At that time the sign of the Son of Man will appear in the sky, and all the nations of the earth will mourn.  They will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of the sky, with power and great glory.  (31)And he will send his angels with a loud trumpet call, and they will gather his elect from the four winds, from one end of the heavens to the other.”  (NIV)

Matthew 24:36 “No one knows about that day or hour, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father.”  (NIV)

Matthew 24:40-42 “Two men will be in the field; one will be taken and the other left.  (41)Two women will be grinding with a hand mill; one will be taken and the other left.  (42)Therefore keep watch, because you do not know on what day your Lord will come.”  (NIV)

Matthew 25:13 "Therefore keep watch, because you do not know the day or the hour.”  (NIV)

Matthew 25:31-33 "When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, he will sit on his throne in heavenly glory.  (32)All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate the people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats.  (33)He will put the sheep on his right and the goats on his left.”  (NIV)

John 14:3 “And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be with me that you also may be where I am.”  (NIV)

Acts 1:7 “He said to them: ‘It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set by his own authority.’”  (NIV)

1 Corinthians 15:50-55 “I declare to you, brothers, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God, nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable.  (51)Listen, I tell you a mystery: We will not all sleep, but we will all be changed- (52)in a flash, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed.  (53)For the perishable must clothe itself with the imperishable, and the mortal with immortality.  (54)When the perishable has been clothed with the imperishable, and the mortal with immortality, then the saying that is written will come true: ‘Death has been swallowed up in victory.’  (55)Where, O death, is your victory?  Where, O death, is your sting?’"  (NIV)
1 Thessalonians 4:15-17 “According to the Lord's own word, we tell you that we who are still alive, who are left till the coming of the Lord, will certainly not precede those who have fallen asleep.  (16)For the Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a loud command, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first.  (17)After that, we who are still alive and are left will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so we will be with the Lord forever.”  (NIV)

Revelation 7:13-14 “Then one of the elders asked me, ‘These in white robes - who are they, and where did they come from?’  (14)I answered, ‘Sir, you know.’  And he said, ‘These are they who have come out of the great tribulation; they have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.”  (NIV)
Revelation 11:1-2 “I was given a reed like a measuring rod and was told, "Go and measure the temple of God and the altar, and count the worshipers there. (2)But exclude the outer court; do not measure it, because it has been given to the Gentiles. They will trample on the holy city for 42 months.”  (NIV)

Revelation 12:6-8 “The woman fled into the desert to a place prepared for her by God, where she might be taken care of for 1,260 days [3 ½ years].  (7)And there was war in heaven. Michael and his angels fought against the dragon, and the dragon and his angels fought back. (8)But he was not strong enough, and they lost their place in heaven.”  (NIV)

Revelation 13:5 “The beast [Anti-Christ] was given a mouth to utter proud words and blasphemies and to exercise his authority for forty-two months [3 ½ years].”  (NIV)

Revelation 16:16-17 “Then they gathered the kings together to the place that in Hebrew is called Armageddon.”  (NIV)

Revelation 20:3 “He threw him into the Abyss, and locked and sealed it over him, to keep him from deceiving the nations anymore until the thousand years were ended. After that, he must be set free for a short time.”  (NIV)

Revelation 20:4 “I saw thrones on which were seated those who had been given authority to judge. And I saw the souls of those who had been beheaded because of their testimony for Jesus and because of the word of God. They had not worshiped the beast or his image and had not received his mark on their foreheads or their hands. They came to life and reigned with Christ a thousand years.”  (NIV)

Revelation 20:5-6 “(The rest of the dead did not come to life until the thousand years were ended.) This is the first resurrection.  (6)Blessed and holy are those who have part in the first resurrection. The second death has no power over them, but they will be priests of God and of Christ and will reign with him for a thousand years.”  (NIV)

Revelation 20:13-15 “The sea gave up the dead that were in it, and death and Hades gave up the dead that were in them, and each person was judged according to what he had done.  (14)Then death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. The lake of fire is the second death.  (15)If anyone's name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire.”  (NIV)
Revelation 21:1-2 “Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and there was no longer any sea.  (2)I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband.”  (NIV)

Revelation 21:3-4 “And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, ‘Now the dwelling of God is with men, and he will live with them.  They will be his people, and God himself will be with them and be their God.  (4)He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away.’"  (NIV)

Revelation 21:9-10 “One of the seven angels who had the seven bowls full of the seven last plagues came and said to me, ‘Come, I will show you the bride, the wife of the Lamb.’  (10)And he carried me away in the Spirit to a mountain great and high, and showed me the Holy City, Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God.”  (NIV)

Non-Biblical References:

The media and entertainment industries like to hypothesize on aspects of the end times.  You’ll note that, for the most part, they like to take Bible instances and create their own interpretation.  Which is usually designed to shock us.  The scary part is that the bad parts will, in reality, be far worse than what they are trying to shock us with and the good parts will be far better than what they can ever imagine.  
Overview:

Remember that the above information is a very rough interpretation.  God’s Word will give you far more details, yet will still only be a rough picture.  One must always remember that even God’s Angels are puzzled and curious with regards to what is in God’s Word.  In essence there will be a rapture of all believers, followed by 7 years of tribulation, followed by a thousand year marriage feast (millennium) and finally Jesus will provide His bride an eternal home (heaven).
Additional Links:
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